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THE FINNISH 
PEOPLE WERE 
NOT FOOLED 


Facts about peace talks 


with Russia 


M@NHE story in the Press about the 
recent Russo-Finnish peace 
talks has been to the effect 

that the Finnish people, yearning to 
accept the generous peace offered 
them by Russia, were being kept in 
the war by Nazi pressure and the 
duplicity of their Russophobe govern- 
ment, 

John Scott, the correspondent of 
American Time, Apr. 24, on visiting 
Helsinki, found that the idea was 
“wishful nonsense.” 

Though the Nazis had applied 
pressure, and the Finnish Govern- 
ment had been stubborn, the refusal 
of the Russian peace terms had the 
backing of the people. Finns in 
general simply did not believe that 
they had been beaten, hence saw no 
reason to hurry into peace on Russian 
terms. 

Cabled Scott: 

“Helsinki is a better-fed, better- 
dressed, more normal-looking war- 
time capital than I expected to find 
it. Bomb damage from three major 
Russian raids in February is not 
nearly so noticeable as in Liverpool, 
for example. Many houses have un- 
broken windows and I have seen only 
three completely destroyed houses, 
three more completely burned out 
(one of which’ is the Soviet Legation 
building). 

“Everyone in Helsinki tells me that. 
the Finnish food situation is now sub- 
stantially better than it was twelve 
months ago. In general, the Helsinki 
food situation is comparable with that 
in London. . .- 

“Clothes are 
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" difficult to obtain in 


Helsinki, but most people on the 
street are as well-dressed as_ the 
London war-time average. One 


sees many soldiers on the streets, 
mostly Finnish, some German, well- 
dressed and seemingly of good 
morale, 

“As far as most ordinary Finns can 
see both on the front and in the rear, 
Finland is an undefeated country in 
which war-time life is difficult but by 
no means intolerable. .. . 

“The impression of most observers 
in Helsinki whom I have talked to is 
—in any case the government should 
not close the doors for furtherynego- 
‘ tlations with the Russians, but should 
try to get better terms than those 
which are now being discussed. Most 
Finns want peace under conditions 
which would assure Finland liberty 
and independence, but_tany doubt 
whether the present Russian pro- 
posals guarantee these to Finland.” 


SALUTE THE WORLD 
TO BE 


OLWYN Bay Group has been 

stirred to fresh effort by the 
local “Salute the Soldier” week, as 
last year by “Wings for Victory” 
week, in a way that other groups 
might well note and follow. Feeling 
unable to sacrifice in the same way 
as their fellow-countrymen, they were 
impelled to help a cause in which they 
did helieve. Their appeal for PPU 
funds raised £22 14s. Most of this 
was rightly sent to the North Wales 
Area or used for local needs, but an 
unexpected surplus was sent to 


Headquarters. 

Headquarters Fund total to date, £113 13s. 
May 1 to 11, £14 6s. 6d. Donations 
“PpU Headquarters Fund” will 
gladly received by ma at Dick Sheppard House, 


6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 
MAURICE L. ROWNTREE. 


Hon. Treasurer, 


T is more than possible that 
the future of the world is 
being determined in Asia, 

and that the Western view of 
the present European war will 
appear to have been distinctly 
parochial in 2044—or even in 
1994. 


The trend of events in Asia is 
as disquieting as the similarity 
between developments in China 
and in India is impressive. 


In both cases the nationalist move- 
ment has opened the way to control 
by finance capitalism. Mr. Rajago- 
palachari, who is a liberal democratic 
nationalist, describes the situation in 
“The Way Out”: 


“Indian industrialists, while shedding 
copious tears for nationalism, are making 
their pile by quiet and uninterrupted services 
at the call of a bureaucratic government.” 


These Indian industrialists have 
been in the past the financial main- 
stay of the Congress movement. But 
now they are doing’ more than make 
their piles in the service of the war- 
machine of the Indian Government. 
They have, during the imprisonment 
of the most disinterested and dis- 
tinguished Congress politicians, in- 
creased their influence at the Centre. 
Lately they have come forward with 
a plan of their own. 


Big-business plan 


PERHAPS the first thing to be said 

about this “Fifteen-year plan” of 
the Indian industrialists is that it is 
the absolute antithesis of all that Mr. 
Gandhj has advocated. It is an all-in 
plan, as complete as the Russian or 
German, fer the complete industrial- 
ization of India, rigidly controlled by 
a central authority. 


Mr. Gandhi’s vision of a develop- 
ment of local autonomy based on a 
nation-wide expansion of village in- 
dustries is entirely ruled out. Indeed, 
Mr. Gandhi’s political philosophy took 
the form it has taken because he long 
ago foresaw the threat of such a 
development as the Big Businessmen 
of Congress now propose. Gandhi’s 
Swaraj and the Swaraj of the Indian 
industrialists are poles asunder. 
the Radical Democrats put it: 


“The Swuraj of the Congress conception, 
when analysed, reduces itself to a demang for 
independence for a minority of the privileged 
and propertied classes who desire unfettered 
freedom to exploit the masses. The economic 
plan recently published by Tata, Birla and 
other patrons of Congress bears this out.” 
(Economist, May 18.) 


Danger to the masses 


"THE combination of nationalism 

and bourgeois industrial capital- 
ism is familiar enough in European 
history. To the Marxist historian it 
is the rule. But the dangers of it are 
enormous in India, where political 
democracy is rudimentary, and the 
actual electorate is around 30 millions 
in a population of nearly 400 millions. 
The dumb masses would be completely 
at the mercy of their nationalist ex- 
ploiters. 

In this situation, it is not incon- 
ceivable that the elimination of the 
British Raj may appear to be less 
desirable than it used to appear to 
those leaders of Congress who, like 
Gandhi and Nehru, have the interests 
of the Indian masses at heart. And, 
as the Economist (May 13) suggests, 
it is not impossible that in view of 
the danger, the Moslem League, which 
is anti-industrial, may be more will- 
ing to come to agreement with them, 
on a basis of something less than 
complete and immediate independence. 
For such an agreement Mr. Rajago- 
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disordered imagination. 
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Observer’s 


Commentary 


Stranglehold on China 


THE aptest commentary on these 

Indian developments is supplied 
by China. The complicating factor of 
the British Raj in India is paralleled 
by the imperialism of Japan. But in 
China there is a sphere of autonomous 
development, where tendencies now 
manifesting themselves plainly, in 
India have achieved more clear-cut 
expression. 

Independent China is- actually 
divided between the nationalist Kuo- 
mintang and the communist Kung- 
changtang, And of the two it is the 
Kungchangtang which more faith- 
fully represents the ideals of Sun Yat 
Sen’s original Kuomintang: indeed, it 
now definitely claims the authentic 
succession. it seems that Madame 
Sun Yat Sen, condemned to political 
silence under the Chiang Kai-Shek 
régime, endorses the claims of the 
Communists. 

Under Chiang Kai-Shek a ruthless 
financial ruling class has established 
itself in power, 

“The merchants of China’s big business 
groups have seen what Lord Birkenhead used 
to call ‘the glittering prizes’ Jf the capitalist 
system, and with a pertinacity at once child- 
tike and demoniacal, they are determined to 
have them, whatever may be the cost to the 
working masses of China.” (New Statesman, 
May 13.) 

Here again the new financial oli- 
garchy uses the power gained under 
war-autocracy and centralized in- 
dustry to strangle genuine economic 
and pelitical democracy. “Those who 
have sought to spread democratic de- 
centralized production far and wide 
in the countryside,” says the corre- 


Major fight for power 
may be in Asia 


spondent of the New Statesman, 
“meet with crippling difficulties.” 


Allies backing reaction ? 


PROBABLY the way to salvation 
for China (if it can be taken) is 
along the road taken by the Chinese 
Communists, who control nearly one- 
quarter of the land and people of 
China. They have endured incredible 
hardships, blockaded by Chiang Kai- 
Shek on the one hand, and cut off bv 
desert from the USSR. They have 
long been compelled to adapt their 
communism to the realities and tradi- 
tions of peasant China: and what 
evidence there is points to a brave 
achievement in genuine democracy, 
economically expressed in voluntary 
agricultural industrial co-operatives. 
But will the Chinese communists be 
allowed to exist? All the financial, 
material, and military support of 
M3 and Britain goes to Chiang Kai- 
eK, 


“The position of the American air force in 
China will be a powerful one; though its use 
to crush the ‘Communists’ would go against 
world opinion, the strength of the reactionary 
forces in America might sanction it.” (New 
Statesman, May 13.) 


American influence 


At this point we enter another 

“field” of forces: Russian-Ameri- 
can. The USA Navy has now defi- 
nitely become the most powerful in 
the world, and the USA declares that 
it shall remain so. On the face of 
things one would expect a struggle 
between UISA and Russia for “spheres 
of influence” in China. 

The necessary means of consolid- 
ating such spheres will be the supply 
of industrial equipment. The USA 
will for many years be in a position 
to supply far more than Russia. What 
will USA supply and to whom? Ford- 
Ferguson” tractors for Chinese co- 
operative agriculture, or machinerv 
for such inhuman factories as existed 
in Shanghai, and as the Kuomintang 
finance-capitalists would like to estab- 
lish everywhere? 

The answer to that question prob- 
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Will it be 
HERE is no criminal in civil 
life whose defence goes 
unconsidered. Arrested in 
the act, still a barrister will 
speak for him, and a judge and 
jury will listen. And until the 
court -has spoken, none may 

publish any condemnation. 

If the famous saying is true, that 


you cannot indict a nation, how much 
more careful should we be in arraign- 


ing a people. Yet in war, what 
happens? In war we  prejudge, 
slander and condemn without 
restraint. 


Napoleon’s forces in St. Domingo, 
said that apparently sober record, 
“The Annual Register,” at that time, 
deliberately roasted natives alive. 
American troops, in 1818, the same 
authority reported, wantonly burned 
the homes of Canadian villagers, 
whom they drove shelterless into 
Canadian winter weather. 

In 1855 it was the Russians, who 
habitually bayoneted our wounded, 
and characteristically decoyed and 
murdered our merchant seamen. As 
for the Boers, in 1900, what did they 
do but violate every recognized con- 
vention ? 

In 1900, if you doubted, you were 
not honoured for your judicial tem- 
per, You were condemned for ex- 
cusing atrocities, and labelled pro- 
Boer. 

During 1914-1918, all previous re- 


palachari is still assiduously working. cords were eclipsed. Special fabrica- 


RESPECT FOR THE LAW 


“The deliberate creation of a ‘servile State’ by the power groups 
which ‘financial, industrialism’ throws up is no figment of a 


“The US bankers’ magazine has declared with an effrontery that almost 
‘surpasses its naivete that ‘Capital must protect itself in every possible 
manner through combination and legislation (my italics). The courts must 
be called to our aid. Debts must be collected and mortgages foreclosed as 
rapidly as possible. When, through processes of law (my italics), the people 
have lost their homes, they will be more tractable and easily governed 
through the strong arm of government applied by a central power of imperial 


wealth under the control of the leading financiers’.” 
—David G. Peck in The Malvern Torch (April issue). 


as before? 


tions merely projected from a deadly 
mass of malicious assertion. It was 
not all false nor all insincere; but it 
certainly was no more than the case 
for the prosecution, self-deceptively 
presented and accepted as the whole 
truth. 

Says Fisher’s “History of Europe,” 
“So long and cruel a war could be 
maintained only by an immense effort 
of mass propaganda.” The enemy 
had to be held up “to scorn and 
hatred.” Hence, “to the cruelty and 
carnage of war there was added the 
evil of subsidized prejudice and men- 
dacity.” In this respect,” Fisher con- 
tinued, “no belligerent country can 
claim to be exempt from guilt.” 

In 1919, the mischief had been 
done. The public mind had been 
bent and twisted in its very depths. 
Ten years later, the “Encyclopaedia 


by PERCY REDFERN 


Britannica” could print French and 
German articles on “War Guilt”; and 
J. L. Garvin, for Britain, could sum 
up editorially, and say that to 
attribute “peculiar and almost sole 
war guilt to Germany” (for originat- 
ing the war) “was a far-reaching 
error.” Instead of war guilt there 
had been “true tragedy.” 

But in 1919 there was no purging 
of ‘the emotions. As easy to turn 
back a glacier as to deflect the spirit 
generated to “win” the war from 
destroying peace! Violent-minded 
triumph produced its crushing effects; 
and our later self-forgiveness did not 
take back the raw material provided 
for a new enemy, who would not 
shrink from multiplying the same 
apparently effective methods of pro- 
pagandist distortion and pitiless force, 

“Will it be as before— 

Peace, with no heart or mind to 

ensue it, 

Guttering down to wor 

Like a libertine to his grave?... 

Will it?—-Yes. confesses our all- 
party Government in effect, counting 
upon the organization of an over-° 
whelming, coercive, world force to 
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GOLD AND THE 
GOODS 


HAs our destiny been decided by 

the monetary plan of the British 
and American “experts,” without our 
knowing anything about it? Amid the 
complex of causes which produced the 
present war, one sticks out a mile: the 
return to the Gold standard. Most 
unfortunately its potency in precipi- 
tating chaog has now to go unsung. 
It would never do for British and 
American statesmen to acknowledge 
that an obsolete financial system was 
responsible for the war. That would 
acquit the Germans of any extra- 
ordinary guilt; and it might even 
appear that the chief crime of the 
Germans was that they made a des- 
perate and violent effort to loose 
themselves from the _ financial 
stranglehold. 

That would never do. In order that 
the Germans May appear the com- 
plete and unforgivable villains of the 
piece, its financial causes have to be 
forgotten. On the whole, therefore, 
it must be reckoned an encouraging 
sign that the debate in the House of 
Commons was thoroughly critica) of 
the experts’ plan, Sir John Anderson 
assured the House that the Govern- 
ment would “vehemently oppose” any 
proposal to return to the Gold 
Standard. But there are a good many 
devious ways of getting to the destina- 
tion. And a scheme which, in Sir 
John’s words, is “to adjust the rates 
of exchange of the several countries in 
relation to other currencies, including 
that of the USA—a currency based 
on gold” must surely end by linking 
sterling to gold. 

The object of the new plan is said 
to be a revival of international trade. 
But “trade” is an equivocal notion. 
In the post-war world the USA will 
be, for a long time to come, by far 
the greatest manufacturing nation. 
She will want to sell her multiplicity 
of goods all over the world, and other 
countries will want to buy from her. 
With what are they to pay? If they 
aappen to be gold-producing nations, 
like Russia and South Africa, they 


can pay with gold, which presumably 


the USA wit continue to bury in her 
vaults, unless she chooses to send it 
Out again in the form of gold teeth to 
the teeming millions of the Far East. 
But with what will they pay for their 
teeth? With dollars? But how are 
they to get dollars except by selling 
things te USA? And what shall they 
sell to USA that she cannot preduce 
herself? Rubber? There is now a 
huge synthetic rubber industry in 
USA. mat 

There appears to be no possibility 
whatever of any nation in the world 
being able to se!l USA as much as it 
would like to buy from her. If the 
USA still wants to sell, she will have 
to accept payment in various foreign 
currencies, which there will be no 
chance of turning into gold or dollars. 
Thus she will accumulate huge 
balances in the currencies of other 
nations which she will enly be able to 
use in acquiring property within those 
nations. They Will not like that. — 

As Sir John Wardlaw-Milne said: 

“Tt was very difficult to see how the scheme 
would work unless the USA pefmitted much 
freer imports. If it did result, as it might, in 
forcing USA for the purpose of helping the 
scheme, to invest in capital enterprise here, it 
might lead to a very dangerous political 
situation.” 

That is the problem. It does not 
appear that the experts’ plan offers 
any solution, unless in course of time 
the proposal to “ration” dollars 
evolves into a simple system by which 
USA supplies gratis the fund of 
dollars te be rationed. Her only alter- 
native is to keep her people uselessly 
employed by maintaining the biggest 
navy, the most expensive army, and 
the most powerful air force in the 
world. 


Peace News is epen for the expression of all 
points of view relevant to pacifism. Articles 
in it, whether signeq or unsigned, do not neces- 
sarily represent the policy of the Peace Pledge 
Union, of which it ix the weekly organ. for 
does the acceptance of advertisements imply 
any endorsement or PPU connection with the 

“matter advertised. 

Postal subscription rates: Home: quarterly, 
$6. 3d.; yearly, 12s. 6d. Abroad: quarterly, 
2s. $d.; yearly. 10s. 6d. 

Displayed advertisements: Maximum size, 3 
column inches. Copy by first post Friday. 


} plans would see 


Statute of 


Limitations 


by GEORGE M. LI. DAVIES 


HERE is a legal statute 
which limits the recovery 
of debts not acknowledged 

personally within seven years; 
there is also a spiritual statute 
iwhich slowly cancels a general 
moral obligation that is not 
acknowledged personally. 


The general obligation of liberty in 
the State or of charity in the Church 
may in fact be lost in a decade, or 
cancelled by the practical moratorium 

, of war unless they are kept alive py 

personal acknowledgment and -ffirma- 
tion. Passive omission of obligation 
to others is the next step to the 
positive act of crime. “Thou shalt 
not kill, but needst not strive offici- 
ously to keep alive” was the British 
gloss which turned unemployed men 
to nazism in Germany and to com- 
munism in Wales: desperation bred 
the desperadoes. 

Similarly with the idea of demo- 
cracy now so popular in the world; 

_as the idea expands the practice 
steadily contracts in America and 
England; respect for personality in 
practical polities has given place to 
indiscriminate destruction abroad and 
conscription at home, “The individual 
withers and the world is more and 
more.” 


How democracy emerges 


It is significant that one of the 
greatest whole-salers and_ large- 
scalers of America, Arthur Morgan, 
the ex-President of the vast Ten- 
nessee Valley Authority, has lately 
confessed: 

| “The genius of democracy is to eliminate 
compulsion to uniformity, whether that com- 
pulsion be physical force or social pressure, 
and to develop common outlooks and aims by 
mutual enquiry, mutual interest and mutual 
regard, That process seldom takes place on a 
large scale. Rapid large-scale changes gener- 
ally come by ignoring individual valuation and 
by enforcing large-scale uniformities. True 
democracy results from intimate relations and 
understanding, with the emergence of common 
purposes. The community is the natural home 
of democracy and it can be the home of toler- 
— eis freedom.” (“The Small Community,” 


__ The paper currency of general 
ideas, inflated by the Atlantic 
Charter and Four Freedoms for all 
men, has already! suffered such de- 
flation and contraction that men say, 
5 gas, has gone out of the 
balloon.” 

In the daily actualities of war the 
hard cash of “freedom from want 
and fear” is becoming scarcer and 
scarcer in Europe. Even the cherubim 
ethic of the Archbishop, 
without limit after the war” allows 
the interim ethic of high-fliers whose 
bombs are so indiscriminate in their 
casualties that even Schaffhausen in 
Switzerland suffers catastrophe. The 
men who take a bird’s-eyd view of 
the world from planes and general 
it more truly if 
they beheld men face-to-face and wit- 
nessed the massacre of the innocents. 
Blake warned men long ago that “He 
who would do good must do it ‘in 
minute particulars: general good is 


the plea of: the hypocrite, the 
fiatterer and the scoundrel.” 
* 


"THE acceptance of limitations is 
not the least of the renuncia- 
tions of the pacifist who would be a 
peace-maker. Seventy years agg a 
man of genius, who combined in him- 
self the patient science of a biologist 
and the fervour of an evangelist, em- 
phasized the Statute of Limitations 
even more pointedly: 
“The power of the individual, the worth of 


the unit, the respect due to one human soul— 
that is the great truth for churches, armies, 


"charity ~ 


Words of Peace—73 


A MEANING IN 
SUFFERING 


When man accepts suffering and 
recognizes that it has a meaning, the 
pain grows less, becomes more en- 
durable, and a light begins to shine 
through it. Unenlightened suffering, 
the most terrible of all, is that which 
man does not accept, against which he 
rebels and feels vindictive. But when 
he accepis suffering as having a 
higher value, i& regenerates him. 
This ig the meaning of the Cross. 

—Nicholas Berdyaex 


empires. The past has no crowds; men, not 
crowds have done all that is great in history, 
in science, in religion. Yet this is a truth that 
we need to learn anew today—to he content 
with aiming at units. The worker’s true world 
is a unit. But this is almost a lost art; it is 
dificult to jJearn it anew. We have spoilt our- 
selves by seeking to draw thousands by public 
work, by conferences and Christian councils 
and by books of many editions. 

“Tt was in small groups of two and three 
that Christ called the early Church around 
him, and one by one the disciples; and they 
were only twelve all told. We all know how jo 
move crowds, and to draw crowds; but to draw 
units—that’s the problem, That is the spiritual 
science which is so hard to learn and to prac- 
tise.” (Henry Drummond.) 


On reflection, we owe little to “the ; 


glory that was Greece and the 
grandeur that was Rome” but their 
ruins. The real good comes down to 


us from isolated, persecuted person- , 


alities, from Socrates to Euripides, 
who dared to strip the pretensions 
from the popular notions of glory and 
srandeur. Similarly the  sviritual 
legacy of Holy Writ owes nothing to 
the nation, and little to the priest- 
hood, but everything to the prophets 
and the “little remnant’ of perse- 
cuted disciples. 


Have we faced. it? 


Historical facts and personal acts 
of this kind, with their wide and long 
influence on humanity, make one 
wonder if we have faced up to the 
Statute of Limitations in our work 
as pacifists. Some of us have known 
unpopularity followed after the last 
war by political popularity; the last 
stage was far more dangerous than 
the first to personal integrity. 

When the Liberal Party in 1906 and 
the Labour Party in 1928 rode the 
tide of reaction against war, it did 
not imply any rooted conviction 
against war, or conception of its 
deeper causes, or dedication to per- 
sonal peace-making; it simply “pro- 
jected” the blame on “the other 
fellows.” 

The collapse of the pacifism of the 
ILP members of Parliament was a 
natural corollary to the mentality of 
the class-war and the party an- 
tagonism which they had fostered. 
They prepared for war in one sphere 
and they got it in another. They 
sought power and they got power to 
conscript. and to compel. Bottom 
dogs do not change either their 
nature or their methods simply by 
becoming top dogs in politics. 

In physical nature the spider’s 
effectual sphere is limited to the web 
it has woven. In spiritual nature 
are we not also limited in effectual 
realism to the net-work of human 
relations we have woven? 


* 
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GROWTH comes from propagation, 

not propaganda; even in our 
gardens the tender plants need 
individual transplanting and con- 
genial soil. The ley farming which 
is revolutionizing our agriculture is 
due to quiet experimentalists like Sir 
George Stapledon, who spent years in 
growing new grasses; those Swedish 
botanists who grew  early-ripening 
wheat, opened up ten thousand square 
miles of Canada to cultivation, The 
seed of corn that fell to the earth 
and died produced at first only eleven 
disciples; but from them what was 
authentic in Christianity grew and 
spread. 

New growths of peace and green 
patches of right relationships are 
already springing up in many places 
of our desolated world, There is 
naturally nothing about them in the 
newspapers, but it may be from them 
that the living bread will come when 
men turn to seek for other devices 
than those of power, policy, and pro- 
paganda which have made junk of 
our civilization. 

Until the personal and universal 
values are at one we shall probably 
look to the oases in the wilderness of 
our world. and to those patches of 
peace to which we can give “a local 
habitation and a name.” 

Many a green isle there needs must be 
In the waters wide of misery, 

Or the mariner, worn and wan 

Never thus could wander on. 


P.P.U. DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


Donald Port has been appointed 
Secretary to the National Develop- 
ment Committee of the PPU in suc- 
cession to Albert Tomlinson. He will 
commence duties on May 22. 


“ZERO HOUR” 


Play with a warning 


Conflicting views on how to treat a 
defeated Germany have been ex- 
pressed recently in a film and a play. 
The film is “Lifeboat,” and it sug- 
gests that there is really nothing to 


| be done about Germans as_ such 
| except, perhaps, to exterminate the 
lot. The play 1s “Zero Hour,” by a 
young man called Ronald Millar, 
which suggests two things: (a) that 
a “martyred” Germany will inevi- 
tably produce another “saviour” of 
the Hitler kidney, and (b) that, if we 
are not wary ourselves, we may find 
a form of Fascism rising in England 
as an answer to any popular demand 
for quick results in peace-planning. 
The film will be widely seen, of 
course, but the play: has so far had 
, only one special matinee perform- 
ance, at the Duke of York’s Theatre. 
in aid of the Springbok Club for 
South African troops. 

It seems a pity, on the face of it, 
that the liberal viewpoint has had 
so restricted a hearing, although 
there is every reason to suppose that 
some enterprising theatre manager 
will consider “Zero Hour” worth 
putting on for a run. It is an excit- 
ing as well as a thoughtful play, and 
it will certainly be the most topical 
in London if it is produced before the 
Second Front opens, since its action 
passes in a hotel on the South Coast 
just before and at “zero hour.” 

Incidental humour and _ melo- 
dramatic touches do not lessen the 
force and effectiveness of key-scenes 
between youth (David Peel) and the 
leader of the “People’s League of 
Youth” (Erie Portman), whose 
‘respective arguments for and against 

democracy are cleverly and nlaucibly 
balanced. W. H. GELDER. 


Deceiving themselves 


To the Editor 

Speaking of ‘national savings” in your 
leading article “Salute the Soldier,” you say 
“the common folk salute the soldier with a lie. 
Neither knows that the lie ig a lie. They* are: 
both deceived by others. Who is it deceives 
them and to what end?” 

Surely the answer is that they are all de- 
ceiving themselves. They are all building on 
the blood of their fellow-man, What can be: 
expected of any part of the erection? When 
they say this is not the case they deceive them- 
selves, and the truth is not in them. 

WINIFRED A. M. GREENFIELD 


“If we are right, 
our suffering will 
open their eyes” 


The 
WISDOM 


of 
GANDHI 


Chosen by Roy Walker 
ANDREW DAKERS, 2:6 


ARE STRIKES 
A PACIFIST 
METHOD 
? 


CONSTANCE BRAITHWAITE 
4d. (by post 5d.) 


PPU Bookshop, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


LUNG Si 


The English National Association 
are holding a luncheon at the 
Waldorf Hotel, Aldwych, London, 
on June 15th, in commemoration 
of the signing of Magna Carta, 
or the great Charter of English 
Liberties, on June 15th, 1215, at 
Runnymede. 
Application for ticketa at 10s. 6d. each 


may be made to the Secretary, c/o 
BM/ENAS, London, W.C. 


i RENOUNCE WAR AND! WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


and the utmost to which any member is com- 
in the 
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VAIDYA WILL BE 


ee 
Th f | mitted as a member, is to be found 
This pledge, signed by each member, is e roots Oo re igion Pledge and in the complementary assertion FREED FROM ARMY 
that ‘‘Wars will cease when men refuse to 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to : 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


WHEN will those who are engaged 
in asking wistfully for a new 


fight.” 
There are anti-war organizations with 
policies more defined than this; but the PPU 


G) URESH Vaidya, the Indian Nation- 
alist CO, has been registered con- 


. f igi “religi thesis” ! A ee . 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCi religion or religious syn is the only one which on this simple basis sis fee 
realize that they have got their values welcomes pacifists of all shades of opinion, Gitionally upon undertaking land, 
To suggest that it should now identify itself hospital, or civil defence work. He 


THE CHALLENGE 
OF YOUTH 


if Mae position today where children and 

young people are concerned is in many 
ways mest depressing. To quote from a recent 
speech by one of the Parliamentary Secretaries 
to the Ministry of Labour: “At the present 
time youngsters are training so that when 
they grow older, if the war is still going on, 
they can take their part in it.” To put it 
mildly, things are not too bright, 

* x % * 


But there are brighter spots. A big propor- 
tion of club-leaders in London are pacifists. 
‘Quite a number of our members are teachers. 
‘One, who is in charge of all the games at a 
‘Central school in Yorkshire, has, through his 
many friendships with the boys, considerable 
influence: many teachers are like him. And I 
heard the other day that, when the boys in a 
certain club were asked which they would 
consider most successful—a man who made a 
million pounds, a general who won a great 
victory, or a surgeon who found a cure for 
cancer, they voted the surgeon first and the 
general last. These, and similar happenings, 
should save us from despair. 


ae * * 


They remind us, too, of the importance of 
personal contact if we are to have influence. 
Protests to the Government, deputations to 
local education officers, PPU resolutions—all 
play their part, and I hope will not be over- 
looked. But it is surely from within the school, 
the club, the Scout troop and the Church that 
the creative work is done: nothing counts like 
friendship. The value of the wark already 
being done by pacifists in such organizations 
can hardly be exaggerated; nor can the need in 
the future for more teachers who are pacifists 
(if they are accepted); nor the value of the 
good pacifist home which has an ever open 
door to the children of the neighbourhood, as 
is the case with some of the homes where I 
‘have stayed. 

* * * 


Whether our groups are ready for an influx 
of young people, I am not sure: at present it 
is, of course, 2 hypothetical situation. But 
some of us have children growing up who may 
become pacifists; a few requests for member- 
ship even now come along from boys and girls 
not yet 18; while it is at least possible that 
within the next few years not a few who are 
now in pre-service training units may turn 
from such training and inquire seriously what 
we stand for. In that event, shall we he 
ready for them? Supposing that two boys aged 
18 turned up at the next meeting of your 
group, would they be likely to come again? 


At two meetings I have recently attended, a 
boy of 16 has been present on each occasion. 
Plainly they felt, at home, were really inter- 
ested, and found the discussion such that they 
were able to follow it. Friendship had brought 
and then held them there. What fresh con- 
tacts with the younger generation can we 
make—not after the war, but now? 

For some of us the challenge here is plain. 
But perhaps not for ua all. What can the 
person do to help who is unable to make such 
contacts? Send a donation, however small, 
through us if you like, to some pacifist youth 
club to help them make their ‘club more attrac- 
tive than their rival pre-service training clubs, 
and so gain more members! Wise as serpents, 
harmless as doves! 

P.H.LF. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


upside down? Somebody should tell 
them in simple language: (1) that 
“religion” is an end-product of man’s 
experience of God. You can’t manu- 
facture one to specification; (2) that 
if ‘God exists. he can’t be used to 
grease the wheels of our prospective 
Utopia. 

Civilization is not eternal, and Mr. Wellock’s 
utilitarian assumption that the infinite can be 
brought into the service of the finite shows a 
mental limitation and confusion which is only 
too prevalent in the pacifist movement. His 
approach is reminiscent of the Heard-Huxley 
mystagogue. But, as Philip Mairet wrote, 
reviewing Huxley’s “Ends and Means” on its 
appearance, ‘“‘You can’t have God for the sake 


of Peace.” 
D. S. SAVAGE 
High House, Bromsash, Ross-on-Wye. 


In: reply to Maurice Butcher: vital religion 
must be the outcome of personal conviction. 
Every normal person instinctively seeks the 
meaning of his life and of the universe in 
which he lives. That meaning, when expressed, 
will constitute his religion. For me, life and 
conduct are most perfectly interpreted by the 
life and teaching of Christ, but to say they 
must always be so, and should be so for every- 
one, would be to restrict the bounds of truth. 

In reply to Alan Staniland’s query: religion, 
like science, is an attempt to overcome the 
disabilities of ignorance, I think it would be 
generally agreed that man’s knowledge of the 
universe is jnfinitesimal, while his ignorance 
of it is colossal. Science, intuition and faith 
are al], in their several ways, methods of 
interpreting life and the universe, and thus of 
reducing the area of ignorance. Before the 
dawn of science, Hight and guidance upon 
these problems came chiefiy through intuition. 
Religion should not be asked, any more than 
science, to give up the ghost because the 
measure of man’s ignorance about life is 
greater than the measure of his knowledge. 

What calls itself science changes as rapidly 
as does religion. Both stand in awe before 
the Great Unknown—Ignorance; yet both go 
om trying to reduce its dimensions. Intuition 
expresses the unity of truth as a feeling of 
harmony at a stage further back than what is 
known as scientific truth, The nature of the 
“harmony” experienced determines whether a 
man will accept a particular interpretation as 
truth. The process, however, is natural and 
inevitable, and without it man could not have 
made any progress whatever. 

WILFRED WELLOCK 
12 Victoria Ave., Quinton, Birmingham, 32. 


The nature of the P.P.U. 


Reassuring as were some of the decisions at 
the recent annual genera] meeting of the PPU, 
it was disturbing to find the discussions 
marked again by the same confusions con- 
cerning the nature of the movement—con- 
fusions nowhere more evident than in the 
repeated demand for the formulation of a 
definite social policy for the Union. : 

Is it too much to ask those who appear to 
expect the PPU to take upon itself the fulfil- 
ment of their every political and economic 
aspiration to remember that it came into being 
as the result of a simple, but profoundly revo- 
lutionary, conviction?—the conviction that 
war itself must be renoznced as a method of 
settling international and social disputes, and 
that each individual could make a definite, 
personal contribution towards that renunci- 
tion. - 

S This is not to deny that, within the move- 
ment, there is ample scope for individuals and 
groups to carry on valuable research into rele- 
vant social problems. But the fundamental 
“message” of the movement as a movement, 


BOURNEMOUTH Post-War 
construction Group, 5 Wellington Rd. 
May 26, 7.30 p.m. 
Burton. A.R.I.B.A. 

MERSEYSIDE, REGIONAL Con- 


with this or that party or school of - social 
thinking, or become a sort of Lowest Common 
Muitiple of all of them, is to invite it to 
betray its own unique position and function. 

PIERRE EDMUNDS 
16 Argyle St., Reading. 


“Qur Towns” and the land 


The condition of the children deplored. by 
Irene Barclay is, without question, largely due 
to the abject poverty of the homes from which 
they come in the slum areas of our big cities. 

Housing grants at the present time total 
£14 to £15 millions, Commenting upon this, 
“Land and Liberty” “(Feb, 1944) states: ‘The 
people of England have increased the value of 
their land*to such an extent that they cannot 
afford to live on it without subsidy.” 

It is the work of the people, using land for 
various purposes, that produces real wealth. 
The greater the amount of wealth produced by 
the use of a given area of land, the higher the 
value of that land. Land costs in the slum 
areas of Manchester were between £.6,000 and 
£7,000 per acre. In Poplar, as reported to 
the LCC on May 12, 1981, these coats amounted 
to £41 10s. per room. It is on these figures 
that rent charges are based. In theory, because 
wealth cannot be produced without the use of 
land, the owners of land can go to the length 
of demanding the whole of the wealth pro- 
duced, less mere subsistence for the workers. 

Government subsidies towards the cost of 
basic necessities now amount to £205,800,000 
(News Chronicle, Apr. 26)—to this extent have 
wages been driven down below the subsistence 
level. In his Budget speech Sir John Anderson 
pointed out that they were “stil! increasing.” 
In these two ominous words appears to be a 
proof that the theory is not only correct, but 
that it is surely and steadily being worked out 


in practice. 
G. E. READ 
A poor freedom ? 


The article “You have not bought us”, which 
occupied too much space in your issue of Apr. 
14 is quite pointless. And along with ‘‘High- 
land Journey” it may be classed with those 
misleading volumes of ‘‘Folk-fore’’ which are 
such false guides to the Highlands and Islands. 
What Lord Leverhulme tried to do is exactly 
what is desperately needed in these islands: 
the organization of the community for im- 
proved living. 

The publication of the article implies that 
we ought not to abolish slums because people 
are happy in them: that we ought to leave 
primitive communities in their primitivenese 
of social and religious customs because they 
are quite happy so. There is a kind of happi- 
ness that is soul-destroying. The life lowers 
itself down into it. 

The people of the Highlands and Islands are 
not at all like the pictures of “Folk-lore.” 
They are as materialistic and greedy as Lon- 
doners. But what they gain they hide till 
death. And in the good old days of fishing 
they were owned by the leading citizen or 
general storekeeper. To him they handed over 
their haul and in return they received groceries 
plus or minus—mostly minus—the balance. 

Many of the houses in which they say they 
are happy are dirty—very dirty and without 
any kind of convenience, or com*ort or sani- 
tation. They rest a lot, but contemplate none. 

I live in the Islands. I came full of “Folk- 
lore.” I am disillusioned. I may as well be 
living in London’s East End except that we 
have more space here and fresh air. Housing 
conditions and stagnant minds are the same. 

Let’s be done with these writers’ tours or 
searches which tell an ignorant world every- 
thing about a country except the truth. 

R. MacROBERT 
Shetland. 


Re- 


quired for domestic work 
“Housing”; Jobn 


| 
| 


RESIDENT STAFF members re- 
in young 
people’s community and club. 
cooking experience desirable. 

over 41 or man with social work con- 


will be released from the Army in 
the next two or three weeks, 

Hig case was heard by the Third 
(London) Division of the Appellate 
Tribunal on Friday, when Fenner 
Brockway represented him as a per- 
sonal friend. 


_ Mr. Brockway said: “An important principle 
is in issue. Vaidya is opposed to Nazism and 
Fascism, ang has an extraordinary sense of 
unity with the Chinese people, and the people 
of the Soviet Union, but he is not prepared to 
fight in the British Army or the Imperial 
Army until India is itself free.” 

Dr. N. Gangulee, ex-professor at Calcutta 
University, and Mr. Reginald Sorensen, MP, 
gave evidence on Vaidya’s behalf, Letters 
were read from Mr. H. N. Braileford and Mr. 
Tom Wintringham paying tribute to Vaidya’s 
character and sincerity. 


ERROR IN SENTENCE 


Another case of a CO being re- 
quired to serve hard labour (i.e., 
deprivation of a mattress for the first, 
14 days of his sentence) although no, 
mention of hard labour had been 
made when he was sentenced, is re- 
ported by the Central Board for COs. 

The objector, Peter H. Cable of .Chesterfield, 
was convicted at the local police court on Apr. 
13 for failing to comply with a direction, and, 
was sentenced to three months’ imprisonment. 
He was also sentericed to two months’ im-. 
prisonment in lieu of a fine previously im- 
posed, the two sentences to run concurrently. 
When he arrived at Leicester prison, he waa 
required to serve hard labour. The case was 
taken up by the C.B.C.O. wtih the Home Office, 
which replied that the Justices had interided Yo 
impose hard labour in this case, but that in, 
view of the doubt whether the sentence actually 
pronounced in court specified hard labour 
Peter Cable would be released four days earlier 
than in the normal course. ' 


Similar cases where the sentence has not yet 
been completed sheyld be reported to. the 
CBCO (6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1). The 
previous difficulty has always been that while 
hard labour..was not announced in court it has, 
been recorded in the Court Register and in the 
Commitment Warrant. . 


ENGLISH LIBERTIES. - * 


Mr, Ben Greene, one-time author of'-t#e 
Commentary in Peace News, is willing (ag far 
as his engagements permit and_fravelling 
allows) to address meetings of PPU ‘members 
on the foundation, development and preserva- 
tion of the constitutional liberties of Enghiah- 
men, Mr. Greene devoted his period of interp- 
ment under 18b to a close study of the subject, 
on which he is now an authority. The import- 
ance of the matter for pacifists can hardly. be 
exaggerated. Will those interested communi- 
cate direct with him at The Wilderness, Berk- 
hamstead, Herts? : 


CORRECTION 


An unfortunate typographical error occurred 

in Roy Walker’s article on the PPU Summer 
School, published on this page last week. 
What Roy Walker actually wrote w. 
a. . there would almost certainly have been 
no summer schoo] this year had it not been for 
the irrepressible persistence of John Barclay.” 
We are sorry that although the article was 
read in proof by at least three people the 
mistake went undetected. 


PLEASE NOTE 


Classified advertisements tor the issue 
dated Jun. 2 (No. 416) must reach the 


wad 


Some 
Woman 


TERMS? Cagh orth ee cet Ce oe nen ae Phe see ference, July 12. Speaker: Dinah dition. Status of equality, Salary, Peace News Office not later than 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday.|garlic its intolerable smell. Get to Boe ingle py ae say “NO! A aleecne: iaenaiiite Wadetee: FRIDAY, May 26. 4 


2a. per word, minimum 2s. 6d. {Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum length: 50 
words, Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


‘wing to pressure on space we 


weserve the right to hold over adver. | Paired; 


know Allysol healing liquid, tablets, 
and sweet-smelling garlic ointment. 
Send for booklets about garlic. 
refer to advert. in this issue. 

TYPEWRITERS: bought, sold, re- 
special 
Cook, The Mount, Noak Hill, 


Please 
Ron Smith. 


terms to_ pacifista. 


Public meeting, Wed., Jun. ,7,_ 7.15 
p.m., at Co-op. Hall, Rye Lane. Peck- 
ham. Robert King, Bernard Taylor. 
Bring your non-pacifist 
friends. Organized Peckham P.P.U. 


office routine. 


Rom- 


Youth House, 250 Camden Rd., N.W.1. 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
requires junior worker for general] 
Applications to 144 
Southampton Row, London, W.C.1, 


ASSISTANT (MARRIED) required 


Ra a a eT 


C.0., SINGLE, seeks market gar- 
dening work, would consider partner- 
ship. Box 448, 


WOMAN PACIFIST requires, work. 
Land or other outdoor work preferred, 


‘tisementa and to limit the frequency | » PERSONAL A : 
tinul ‘ ord, Essex. on modern T.T. dairy farm. Wife says < ; 
of continuing Bebe cone, BEST PRICES GIVEN for un.| CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE|certain communal domestic | duties. Bue ance eae Conti: pSegry 
When corresponding with PN about) wanted postage stamps. Send your|CLUB. A satisfactory medium for|Cottage available. Near Co-educa-|7 ¥.Gon, Box 446. tga Rear 
an advertisement, quote its frst} .onection to me now and receive an|those desiring congenial pen-friend-|tional School. Ribba Farm, Bishop- YOUNG SINGLE 


words, classification, and date. 


immediate cash payment. 
22 North Gardner Street, Hyndland, 


Philatelist, | ships. 


Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN. 
19 Ty Fry Gardens. Rumney. Cardiff. 


dale, Yorkshire. 


CLERICAL ASSISTANT required; 


couple require 
guest house work: two or three weeks 
August. Previous holiday experience. 


1 Glasgow. i €.0., 23, urgently requires small|/gooq typist, some shorthand; junior i 
AOCOMMODATION LAMB BRAND typewriter ribbons. ete oe starting heey ee and full-time we Bepaibly 0.0. interested | Keen, interested. Box 444. 
; Cleanest, clearest, longest, 3s. 6d.}/fruit farm on own land. Fullest de-|in Council’s wor alf-time. Salary 
FOR ALL PROPERTIES to he let 1 18s.| tails, and good return given, Box 431.} £3 p.w. Industrial and Social Order LAND AND COMMUNITY 


or sold in N.W. London and qistricts, 


apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- Newel 


each, postage paid; 10s. 
6d. six. Name models, colotrs, Peace 
Hardman and Sons, 15 Pros- 


three; 


GUIDE TO Christian living: social 
reconstruction demands personal reli- 


N.W.1. 


Council, Friends House, Euston Rd., 


PACIFIST COUPLE seek place in 
community. Any part of country. 
Considerable experience of community 


tioneers and Surveyors, 44 Market oe aoe . 
’ pect Place, Preston. gion: religious questions answered. WANTED: invofte clerk, typist, | jy; 
Eh dure Bit aw Heiss RE-USE ENVELOPES—with Peace| Postal course, free books, John young lady preferred—shorthand not ERAT. Box 439. 
tan the weduirenrantamee Baciages Nag eae bape Is. fe gate fe: ae 102 Oakley St., London,|ecsential; state age, wages and Ve MISCELLANEOUS 
DGI if or 1, F rder from your local dis-|5.W.3. e erience (for Manchester). Box 440. 
district. Bed and breakfast vy tation | tibutor or direct from PN Office! bain ia ee Oe WANTED: Ae ecountll| bine tk rhe heehee 
= é ( Ww. e ‘ J: t F etur 
May 22 to May 28 or part of this OHA f Lily idmb) Chen Dept. Typing. Apply Dick Sheppard|y m_ Philosophy, perruiiaiseeial Rios 


time. Box 438. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlew. The Briars, Crich, Matlock 
(Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 


LITERATURE, etc. 
NEW PAMPHLETS, with Poems: 
No. I on Penal Reform, with intr. by 
Stuart Morris; No. II “Still Towards 


Democracy,” 
Duke of Bedford, by Alah Hadfield, 
M.A. Cantab. 
Northern Lights Press, 16 Park Pde., 
Harrogate. 


don. 
Holiday Fund. 


with a foreword by the|c#lls on 


Post free 1s, 7d. each. | £-1. 


genial pen-friends. 

QUAKER SERVICE in East Lon- 
Please remember our Children’s 
There will be heavy 
it this year. 
Institute Association, Quaker Street, 


BEVIN BOYS coming or working 
in Chesterfield district write Leslie 
Quinn, 4 Cavendish Street, Staveley, 


Stamp. 


worker, 


Bute 1eieen Good situation. Box 442. 


4s. 6d., postage extra. 


House, 6 Endsleigh St., W-.C.1. 
WANTED: EXPERIENCED farm 

near Cardiff. £3 15s. _ 

week. Bungalow provided if required. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTEI 


DUPLICATING—100 copies, quarto, 
Also expert 


ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. 


_NATURE-CURE TREATMENT. of 
disease (including eyes). Reginalg J. 
Bailey, M.S.F., N.C.P., Osteopath and 
Naturopath, 134 Hoppers Rd., Winch- 
more Hill, N.21. (Ex-Maidstone C.0,) 
Consultations by appointment. Postal 
advice given. Palmers Green 7868, * 


per 


3 QUAKERISM. Information and aes c 
EDUCATIONAL literature respecting the Faith and| Chesterfield, for group activities. typing. Winitred Jewell Typewriting REGISTERED ARCHITECT. Fx. 

IND RECREATION d Practice of the Religious Society of ce, ammas ‘ar. ardens.|perienced houses, shops and flat 

Ee ak ay Frieads, free on application to the SITUATIONS VACANT Ealing. Phone Ealing 1645. design, War damage. R, Sparrow, 


power to serve through speaking and 
writing. Correspondence {also visit) 
legsona 5s., classes Is. 6d. Dorothy 
Matthews. B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., 


London, N.W.3. 


ACCOUNTANT, ex-gaol C.0., pre- 
pares a]l forms of accounts, audits, 
income tax returns etc. Box 435. 

TWICE-GAOLED €.0. seeks work. 
Typing, shorthand, book-keeping; 


It is impossible to confirm satis- 184 Regents Park Rd., N.8. 


factory conditions of employment in 
all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Applicants who are in any doubt are 
recommended to consult the Pacifist 


Frienvs’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1,. 

“POEMS OF storm and of calm,” 
by Michael Gardner. Now obtainable 


Do you read Peace News Pamphlets? 
They are published at approximately 
monthly intervals, deal with subjects 


AND ‘WANTED from: The Ditchling Press, Ditchling,|Service Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street,jliterary editing. criticiam, ete., wel- i : 
ivy GYQlue Hassocks, Sussex. Price 2s. 6d., post-]| W.C.1, which will often be able tojcomed. Spe. 0053. Box 436. as fF oaak SRE ERT cost only 1d. 
WAR RESISTERS’ INTER-|age 3d. mivebacetultacerce’ YOUNG PACIFIST, _ land-work, | ¢ach. Ask your * Aistributor about 
NATIONAL would welcome gifts of COWMAN WANTED to take|/wants join progressive school gar-| 4 Bldcketock Ra. of ?*ficulty write to 


MEETINGS. etc. 


BIRMINGHAM: Diseussion on 
A.G.M. and future of Negotiated 


dener-handyman. Teach maths. or 
mod. lang. spare time. Box 487, 
€.0., 25, SINGLE, retail trade 
experience, books, newspapers, etc., 
requires post. Adaptable. Anything 
considered. Box 441. 


charge of small herd. Cottage in 
village adjoining Northampton, Jones, 
Gt. Houghton Grange, Northampton. 

VACANCY IN small co-operative 
farm dairy or market garden, ex- 
perience essential. Box 434. 


foreign stamps, for subsequent sale 
on behalf of W.R.I. funds. Any such 
gifts received with gratitude. Please 
send to the War Resisters’ Inter-] Peace Campaign: I.L.P. Room, 38A 
national, 11 Abbey Rd., Enfield,} John Bright St., Thurs., May’ 25, 7 
Middlesex, _ Dm. 


Are you a regular reader of Peace 
News? If not, write to 8 Biackstock 
Rd., N.4, and we will arrange for, you 
to be supplied every week. wo 
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1.L.0. LL.O. support for famine-relief now 


PLANS FOR SECOND FRONT NEED 
NOT BE AN OBSTACLE 


WILL WILL IT BE AS — 
BEFORE? 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


maintain a dictated settlement and 
dispense with the inconveniences of 
justice. But that a just peace main- 
tains itself, being necessarily a peace 
of understanding and agreement, and 
that such a peace is vita] for us all, 
is the reply proper not from pacifists 
only, but trom all who need a world 
fit to live in. 
Demand Truth Now 


Truth, we believe, demands such a 
peace; and instead of ten years hence, 
truth is wanted now. War denies 
even the neutral contacts that would 
assist truth; yet it cannot prevent us 
from challenging propaganda, and 
urging, in the name of! truth, that a 
fair hearing must now be given to 
the qther side: 

And we can say that such honesty 
4s the best policy; for the witnesses 
are here. They stand‘all too near 
us,'in the failures of the past, in the 
moral cost of the exhausting present, 
in the darkening threats of internal 
crises in the future far beyond that 
which in 1926 began to take on an 
aspect of civil war. Real peace is a 
British necessity. 

And what is necessary is always 
possible. “No people could be more 
convinced than were the Germans,” 
wrote Garvin in his “Britannica” 
summing-up, “that they had their 
quarrel just.” The tenacity on their 
Side as well as ours shows the same 
conviction to be present and opera- 
tive now. Deeper than the propa- 
ganda which uses good faith and 
perverts it, there is here the fulcrum 
for the lever that should move the 
world... Here, in the attachment to a 
‘common right and justice, lives the 
hope that can never die for those who 

‘hold passionately to the unity of 
mankind. 

If real peace should mean sacrifice 
offered to match sacrifice until it 
hurts, what is that against a spiritual 
(and material) Easter for the Europe 
and the world that war has crucified? 
For this ig plain fact: if the vision 
at the heart of both Christianity and 
‘humanist socialism is true, and the 
centuries of movement toward it are 
true, then, in this decisive time, the 
one choice is, either that we go back 
into old darkness or forward to peace 
‘by agreement. 


“NEUTRAL and occupied countries 
~™“ strongly supported a recom- 
mendation that the United Nations 
should make every effort to send 


relief to the starving peoples, 
especially the children, even before 
liberation,’ at the International 


Labour Office Conference in Phila- 
deiphia earlier this month (reported 
Lhe Yimes, May 5). 

That is the best comment on_the 
suggestion ymade by Mr. Diagle Foot 
in a Parliamentary reply on May 9 
that “there will in the near future be 
strong operational objections’ to 
relief plans. The Ministry of 
Economic Warfare is adept at objec- 
tions. The Minjster has recently had 
to admit that food, money and 
neutral ships could be found. 

The increase in Greek relief to 
30,000 tons monthly speaks eloquently 
of the possibility of reasonably satis- 
factory control. A new argument is 
needed, and so we have “strong 
operational objections.” No such 
argument was used by Lord Selborne 
in the Lords debate on Mar. 15, nor 
did he even ae it to the depu- 
tation og May 1. 

SECOND FRONT 
CONSIDERATIONS 

The idea that Second Front 
developments would be hindered” by 
relief is illusory. It is unfortunately 
more than possible that relief would 
be hindered by the military opera- 
tions, but that is no reason for not 
attempting relief. 

That the matter cannot be left to 
the military is evident. For, in the 
first place, no intelligent person ex- 
pects the Second Front to inyolve the 
whole Western coastline of Europe or 
to develop as a series of quick and 
easy conquests. Nor does the pro- 
blem vanish with such conquests. 
The Times tells us plainly what to 
expect: 

“The most immediate concern will be with 
such things as feeding civilians, finding shelter 
for them, and restoring damaged publie ser- 
vices. Provision has been made for some food 
and medical stores to be landed early on, but 
clearly the large stocks accumulated for the 
purpose in this country and in America and 
Canada cannot have a priority over military 


demands on shipping. Valuable lessons have 
been learned in Sicily and Italy.” (May 12.) 


In particular, we suppose, the lesson 
that famine may follow conquest and 
that United Nations shipping cannot 
be spared to bring relief. The possi- 


ROOT OF THE LABOUR PARTY’S TROUBLES 


*“OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


ably lies in the composition of the 
Congress and the Senate of the USA. 
The chances are that Big Business 
wilt have another huge fling in USA. 
Does that mean that during all that 
period the enormous influence of USA 
wl be exerted on the side of uncon- 
v.olled capitalism in Asia? 
Asia’s only hope 
‘shi mixture of political idealism 
™ and econome ruthlessness in 
USA is incaiculable, But past history 
hardly encourages us to expect from 
it an attitude of concern for the 
worker. As things are there is only 
One means of saving the Asian masses 
from ruthless exploitation by its new 
industrialism; and that is, Com- 
munism. 

ly criticize Communism for its 
shortcomings in the matter of indi- 
vidual liberty is necessary in Europe, 
with its tradition of liberalism: it is 
unrealistic in Asia. Communism 
alone has the will and the power to 
“save 1,000 million human beings from 
mass misery. If the intelligible 
liberal prejudice against Communism 
is allowed to turn the influence and 
vower of the Anglo-Saxon world to 
the destruction of Communism jn Asia. 
it will be a stupendous disaster, which 
will necessarily culminate in another 
far more fearful world-war. 

I write this the news comes 
from Washington that President 
Roosevelt is sending Vice-President 
Waltace to China, to press on Chiang 
Kai-shek the. necessity of coming to 
terms with the Communists, in order 
to stave off military and economic 
collapse (Daily Mail, May 13), In 
view of what I have written, there is 
mo need to stress the importance of 
this move. 


HE perennial conflict within the 

Labour Party has once more “hit 

the headlines” because of* the effort 

now being made to expel Mr. Aneurin 

Bevan. ‘ihe root of the trouble lies, 

as ever, in the domination of the 
Labour Party by the Trade Unions. 


That domination is quite improper 
and undemocratic. It is not the domin- 
ation of a minority by a majority on 
the same plane of political conscious- 
ness and_ responsibility; but the 
financial domination of a political 
movement by Trade Unionists auto- 
matically paying political dues. It 
offends against the true principles of 
representative government, and its 
results are bad. 

As Trade Union policy, represented 
by Mr. Bevin, approaches more nearly 
to that of the corporative State, the 
justified alarm of the political 
socialists increases. It means, among: 
other things, that Labour can never 
hope to form an independent govern- 
ment; for it is precluded from formu- 
lating any policy which can appeal to 
the middle classes. 


One-sided protest ? 


. C. writes: “The President of the British 

Academy, Mr. Munnings, signed a letter 
of protest, in The Times, following the lead of 
the Faraday Society, against the desecration by 
the Germans of Russian churches and 
museums. Nothing can he better than any 
Protests against the present plague of vandal- 
ism whereby the treasures of al] the ages are 
laid waste in the unnecessary battle of the 
nations for power. 

“But we admit that we should like to ask 
Mr. Munnings and the academicians whether 
they protested when the finest of /these ecclesi- 
astical buildings of old Russia, the Laura of | ____ 
Kiev, was turned into an Anti-God Museum i 
it was), and whether they will make repre- 
sentations to the Russian Government against 
ita being turned back to this use. And, before 
the writers of Britain follow the academicians 
of Britain with a pious protest of which the 
Soviet Embassy can make political use, will 
they ask whether the Tolstoi Museum will be 
permitted to contribute to spreading the paci- 


bility of using neutral shipping and 
relief workers to succour mothers and 
children is one that it would be 
criminal to ignore. 

These ships would sail to the 
neutral port of Lisbon, which would 
not oe in the fighting line. Military 
operations may so much dislocate rail- 
ways that distribution within Europe 
is damaged or made impossible. But 
all or some of the relief food may 
still get through to the hungry chil- 
dren, and the fighting will not be 
affected by )the attempt to get it 
through. ‘Operational objections” do 
not exist. 

GLUT IN AMERICA 


The ILO may also have been moved 
by the news of a glut of foodstuffs. 


on the American markets. 

The London Evening Standard reported on 
May 6 that “‘“America now has such a vast glut 
of foodstuffs overtaxing its storage facilities, 
that prices have begun to tumble, and food 
trade spokesmen have appealed to authorities 
to help move stocks.’ 

We anticipate early discussion of the ques- 
tion in both\ Houses of Parliament. There will 
not be unanimity, but we believe there will be 
clear signs of a growing support for this pro- 
ject, We would despair of public conscience 
altogether if it were not so. 


GLASGOW PEACE 
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 


A UNITED Peace Campaign, with 
a_ provisional committee, has 
been formed in Glasgow for the pur- 
pose of uniting groups and individuals 
who oppose the continuation of the 
war and the disastrous policy of 
“unconditional surrender,” and who 
believe that a just and lasting peace 
can best be obtained by negotiation. 
The provisional) committee has 
drawn up a seven-point Peace Reso- 
lution urging peace by negotiation, 
to which signatures are being sought. 
The Peace Resolution will be circu 
lated in leaflet form at meetings, 
etc.. organized by campaign com- 
ntittees, and a plan of action to secure 
ve widest sunport has been drawn 


"The address of the United Peace 
Campaign is c/o Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 48. Dundas St., Glasgow, C.1. 


EQUAL RIGHTS DEMANDED 
FOR ALL OBJECTORS 


“Can a case be made out for this 
differentiation of treatment between 
military service and Civil Defence 
service objectors? I do not see that 
it can.” So writes Dr. C, E. M. Joad 
in “The present position of con- 
scientious objection,’ a,2d. pamphlet 
(by post 3d.) published by the Central 
Board for COs (6 Endsleigh St. 
London, W.C.1). 


Dr. Joad goes on to ask whether it is “too 
late to suggest that the law should be amended 
in such a way as to give the Civil Defence 
| objector the same rights and the same chance, 
therefore, of escaping continually renewed 
terms of imprisonment as the military service 
objector?” and adds: “It would be a pity if 
we blotted the copy-book which posterity will 
read by refusing to make the small modifica- 
tion in the law which would confer the right 
of exemption upon those who extend their 
objection from the sphere of military action 
into that of Civii Defence and industrial 
conscription.” 


C.0.s AND FIRE-GUARD DUTY 


“Fire-guard duty at your place of work,” 
No. 6 in the series of Broadsheets issued by 
the Central Board for COs (6 Endsleigh St., 
London, w.c. 1), has been re-written, and the 
-new edition ig now on sale, price 2d. It fully 
explains the provisions of Orders made under 
the Defence (Fire-guard) Regulations, 1943, 
especially those with which COs are concerned. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Wandsworth: now W. Winstanley, c/o Vic- 
toria Hospital, Tite Street, Chelsea, S.W.3. 
(Letters only.) 


Add Burnham on Crouch 
Willson, The White House, 
Burnham on Crouch. 

Dorchester (Dorset): 
Loughrigg, Florence Rd., 
‘vidual adviser.) 

Axminster (Devon): 
over, Musbury Rd., 
3228). (Individual adviser.) 

Glasgow, ang South-West Scotland Regional 
Sec.: now Campbell Wilkie at same addrese. 


(Essex): Reg. 
Maldon Road, 
(Individual adviser.) 
now J. Mann, 
Dorchester. (Indi- 


S. E. Hales now West- 
Axminster (Axminster 


fist doctrines of Leo Tolstoi or those of the 
Russian persecutors of pacifists? 

“Tt would be a pity if there were sny sus- 
picion that these protests were part of an 


organized hypocrisy or compensation for a bad’ 


conscience about Monte’ Cassino, 
Florence, Rome, Eleusis, Cologne, 
Rouen, and a few other places.” 


Venice, 
Lubeck, 


C.0. HELPS TO 
REVEAL BRUTALITY 
IN U.S. PRISON 


OCUMENTS smuggled out of 

Springfield jail, USA, by a con- 
scientious objector and “other pris- 
oners, have led to wide publicity for 
charges of “revolting and sickening 
brutality committed by guards on 
prisoners,” and to demands for a 
Congressional investigation. 


“The documents cite cases covering 
a period of 3 years, beginning in 
1941,” reported the New York World- 
Telecram, Feb. 9. The CO concerned, 
who had served a term at Springfield, 


sent them to Dr. Evan W, !Thomas, 
chairman of the War Resisters’ 
League. Dr, Thomas’s brother, 
Norman ‘Thomas — the American 


socialis leader—has made the demand 
for a Congressional investigation. The 
War Resisters’ League is supporting 
this demand. 

One authorized investigation has 
already taken place, but the report is 
regarded as nothing more than 
“whitewash.” One of the investi- 
gators was a former warden at the 
prison, under whose regime it was 
alleged conditions of physical bru- 
tality were started. 

The New York World-Telegram, 
which has published a series of 
articles dealing with the charges, 
said on Feb. 9 that the smuggled 
documents gave the charges in great 
detail and listed a total of 72 wit- 
nesséeg. It added: 


“The documénts deséribe almost unbelievably 
savage attacks upon prisoners—many of whom 
were sent to the Springfield institution because 
they were invalids or mental cases—by guards 
who are named in most cases... - 

“Chief among the papers is a copy of a 36- 
page writ, drawn up and notarized by a 
prisoner who attempted last October to have 
it filed at the nearest Federal! Court, in Kansag 
City. For attempting to file the writ... the 
prisoner was thrown into a stripped cell and 
later, with some of the witnesses he named, 
transferred” (to another prison). 


| By C. E.M. SOAD | 


“Present Position of 
Conscientious Objection” 


(2d.; by post 34.) 
C.B.C.O., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


How to Reform 
PARLIAMENT 


By ROBERT S. W. POLLARD 


‘Very interesting and critical survey 
I recommend this’ Arthur Woodburn 
M.P. (Plebs). ‘Every student of poli- 
tics should be possessed of a copy’ 
Rhys Davies M.P. (Tribunal) 2s net 
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119 PERRY VALE LONDON SE23 


SSeS SS 


FAUST IN HELL 
by R. H. WARD 
a morality-play in verse based upon the 
Faust legend and having contemporary 
application. Three men and one woman 
.in the cast. 
post 2/3 paid 
THE ADELPHI PLAYERS, 
38, Abbey Rd., London, N.W.8 
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THE HEALING POWER 
OF GARLIC 


A herbal remedy with 
5000 years of history 


“If garlic is not a universal remedy and a 
renewer of health and youth, it appears 
at least to come nearer to that dream 
than any known thing given by nature 
for the use of man. 


Rheumatism and Catarrh dissolved 
at their root 
Get to know ALLYSOL, the healing 
and purifying power of garlic with- 
out the garlic smell 
ALLYSOL imparts NO TAINT to 
breath or person 


Send stamps 5d. for TWO 24-page 
Booklets of Life-conserving information 
CUT THIS OUT AND SAVE IT 
{special reason) 

GARLIC DEODORISED ANTISEPTICS Ltd. 
Watermill Lane, Fairlight, Sussex 
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